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Christmas just got upgraded 


December 25, 2016 


A decade of inside jokes 


To Do: 

ir . — Assemdle cosleeter crid 
i — W ash 0 - 3 clothes and diapers 

3. Buy 2 TACKS SIZE 1 DISPOSABLE DIATERS 

Ar . — LOCATE CARSEAT 

— Don't have dady on Atril ¥ * * when Nate is at a chess 

TOURNAMENT 

&. — Make Lasagna for the freezer 

7i — Take Andrew to last art class on Atril 7 ™ 

& — Have baby 

A fter several days of stop-and-start prodromal 
labor Anna started the real thing while 
waiting for Andrew at his last art class. Half- 
way through contractions started again and when 
she had several in the time it takes to get home 
from Boulder Point, Anna knew it was time to call 
the midwife. Thankfully, Grandma Sharia was there 
visiting and quickly whisked the boys away to 
sleepover land. And Nate got everything else set up 
for the birth. 

Anna called the midwife and the only potential 
problem was that the midwife located furthest away 
was on call, and it was snowing. They had the 
second on call midwife come just in case and she 
arrived really quickly, followed by the birth 
assistant, and finally the poor on-call midwife who 
had to drive through the start of Chicago rush hour 
in the snow. Grandpa Jeff waited for each and 
helped them in with their equipment. But they all 
made it in plenty of time. 

Once one midwife arrived Anna stopped making 
birthday banners and started trying to walk the 
baby out, up and down, up and down the stairs. 
She'd stop occasionally for vital checks for her and 
the baby and small talk with the medical personnel 
waiting for the big event. 

Grandma Mary came home and kindly brought 
dinner, then left for yoga, joking that Anna had an 
hour to have the baby. 

Well just under an hour, and only one primal- 
window-rattling scream (which may have startled 
Grandpa Jeff since he is the one who mentioned it) 
later, she had the baby. Abigail Ann Rugg surprised 
everyone by being a girl and (comparatively) tiny. 
Nate and Anna weren't sure that either were 
possible.® 


Why Abigail is not Nathana 

T he editors have received several questions 
inquiring why Nathan's daughter didn't 
receive a name starting with “ 
was only one N name in 
the Bible both parents 
liked, Naomi, and it still 
wasn't one of their top 
choices. In case there 
happen to be any more 
girls in their future (NOT 
AN ANNOUNCEMENT), 
they didn't want to name 
them Nebuchadnezzar or 
Nicolaitan. Besides Abigail 
is "her Father's joy." t 
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Our House 



Christmas 

By Alexander 

Christmas 

By Andrew 

| W%i> 

'il.A 

Angel appearing to 
shepherds and sheep 

Angel saying, "Fear not!” 




Nativity 

Nativity 

• 


Wise men and camels 

Wise men and camel 
collision 


Christmas 

By Aaron 
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Arts 




Piano Recital 

T he boys had the chance to have extended piano 

lessons with Grandma Sharia this year. Thanks to the 
master pianist's tutelage, all three, and especially Aaron, 
made significant improvements. Aaron even completed a 
piano theory exam with a remarkable score of 98. 

Andrew and Aaron both played in the year end piano 
recital. They both did really well, but Aaron did wish he 
could play better than the very talented high-school 
graduate. Aaron's aspirations often inspire future 
greatness if he puts effort behind them. Perhaps in the 
future he'll beat that guy, if he keeps practicing. 

Andrew played his song singing along and then just 
asked for seconds of cake. 

Andrew's Art 

I nstead of chess tournaments, Andrew chose to 

participate in a local Young Illustrators art class. It was 
his "favorite thing ever!!!" His teacher said he was very 
talented and grasped the concepts and techniques very 
quickly as well. Andrew also liked all of his classmates a 
lot, but never remembered any of their names. 



If Grandma Lorna is 
holding Abigail, don't 
even think of asking 
for a turn. It won't 
happen. 


Alexander's Art Class 



With two big brothers 
getting to do all kinds 
of fun things. 
Alexander really 
wanted his own art 
classes and chess 
tournaments. His 
parents were thrilled 
to discover a sweet 
toddler art class at 
the library for him to 
attend. He is still 
talking about it. "I'd 
like it better if China 
had Libraries, Art 
Classes, and 
Churches!" - 
Alexander 
One trip to the local 
chess club was 
enough for him to 
stop asking about 
tournaments for now 
and settle for parks 
and Fun Fairs instead. 





Aaron tried out a 
couple of art classes 
at the library. His 
projects turned out 
quite good. "But I like 
chess better." - Aaron 


Don't bother daddy 
while he gets his 
socks on in the 
morning. It is like 
everyone elses' 
morning tea or coffee, 
it can't be rushed. 



Pretty as a Picture 



- Grandma Shirley 


"God planted 
marriage among 
humans as another 
signpost pointing to 
his own eternal, 
spiritual existence." 
- Gary Thomas, 
Sacred Marriage 
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Amusement 




"He has always cared more for 
truth than for consistency. If he saw 
two truths that seemed to contradict 
each other, he would take the two 
truths and contradiction along with 
them. His spiritual sight is 
stereoscopic, like his physical sight: he 
sees two different pictures at once and 
yet sees all the better for that. Thus, 
he has always believed that there was 
such a thing as fate, but such a thing 
as free will also." 

— G.K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy 


Promising Puppeteer 

A lexander has taken a great interest in puppets this year, 
beginning with his cousins' visit in January when 
Andrew and Alexander put on puppet shows for their 
cousins. Next appeared Alfred, the friendly grape puppet. He 
showed up at dinner frequently, until grape season ended in 
Luoping. Perhaps he will return next year. 

And lastly Alexander is very pleased to introduce: 

Paboline and Maboline! 

Paboline (the fork) is a bad guy. He wants to eat the 
good guys' potatoes. Maboline (the spoon) is a good guy. 
Paboline and Maboline fight. Maboline wins! 

(The good guys always win!) 




Dad had to catched me." - Alexander 



"Hey, Grandpa Jeff! You're 
teasing me about monster 
pajamas!" 


Crafty Cousins 

A lso during the January visit, Ben and Nicole graciously 
came up with a craft project for all the kids to enjoy. 
Making magnetic slime sounds like an awesome experience 
both boys and girls would enjoy. Everyone was able to make 
really black slime, but it responded only slightly to the 
magnets. 

Grandpa Jeff, however, greatly enjoyed skewering 
Grandma's chicken with the magnets and almost no black 
ended up on the carpets so all in all still great fun. 
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Books 



Iliad Illustration: Groin Stabbing 
By Alexander 

This is a picture of the Iliad. The 
happy guy in the middle is Hector. 
He is stabbing all of the other 
guys in the groin. They are all 
sad, because they all got stabbed 
in the groin. The red stuff is 
blood. My favorite part of the Iliad 
is the groin stabbing. 


The Big Blue Book of 
Beginner Books 

By Alexander Rugg 



R ight now my favorite book 
is The Big Blue Book of 
Beginner Books. It has Go, 
Dog. Go! In it. I can read most 
of it myself, but I still like it 
when mommy reads to me. I 
also like to listen to the 
recording of Grandma Mary 
reading it. The funny bunny 
story is funny and a little sad. 
At the end he is happy to be a 
bunny and have so many 
brothers and sisters. I like 
having brothers and a sister. I 
like to play with them. And I 
like to play with mom and dad 
too. I rate this book 5 stars! 
Everybody should read it and 
watch and listen to me read it. 


The Iliad Volume I 

by Aaron 

M y favorite book we read as a family this year was The Iliad by 
Homer. It is an epic poem. War begins because Paris from Troy 
stole the most beautiful woman. Grecian ships, filled with warriors, 
come to attack Troy. Agamemnon their captain is as strong as a lion. 

The war goes back and 
forth. All of the warriors fight, 
but some are better than 
others, so they don't get killed. 

Also, the gods make it so some 
of the men can't be killed in 
battle. The gods also fight with 
each other and control some of 
the fighting action happening 
among mortal men. 

My favorite part of the Iliad 
is the fighting. There are more 
battles in this book than 
anything else I've read. I rate 
the Iliad 10,000 Stars! 

Green Ember Review 

By Andrew Rugg 

M y favorite book we read this year 
as a family was The Green Ember 
by S.D. Smith. It is a story about rabbits fighting against wolves. 
Heather and Picket are silly rabbits who do things most rabbits can't. 
They are very brave. They fight big, mean, scary wolves and bad 
birds of prey who attack them. 

This book is more exciting than a plane 
trip around the world. It is filled with sword 
fighting. At first Heather and Picket don't 
really know how to fight. But when they are 
hiding in Cloud Mountain, Picket is trained by 
an experienced soldier. His training is difficult, 
but he is brave. 

When Heather and Picket's home was 
attacked their family is split up, but they are 
reunited with their Uncle Wilfred. In this story 
family always defends and fights for one 
another. My favorite thing about this book is 
that there are rabbits that can fight. If this book 
were on my tablet I would read it again right 

after school jobs. I 
give The Green 
Ember 6000 Stars 
and Swords! 


"You don't want to get too 
peaceful, you'll forget stuff." 
—Aaron Rugg 


"As the characters' 
struggles become our 
own, we root for 
good to win, and we 
grasp more deeply 
the story we are 
writing with our own 
lives." 

—Jamie Martin, Give 
Your Child the World 



"Well, I left the fairy tales 
lying on the floor of the 
nursery, and I have not found 
any books so sensible since." 
— G.K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy 
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Business 



Cool 

Chess 

Colleagues 

A t the end of June two of Nate's 
wonderful coworkers traveled 
across the country for a visit. 
Everyone had a great time meeting in 
person and getting to know one 
another. Thankfully, Aaron's birthday 
had just passed so there were chess 
piece chocolates to offer the guests 
and chess boards and books in 


Budding Business Boys 


abundance to keep everyone 
entertained. 



Hitting 

Pause 

I t has been a 
strange year 
for us. Well, 
even stranger 
than usual. 
Between splitting our time on both sides of 
the globe. And then splitting it further into 
packing and unpacking, preparing for baby, 
recovering from baby, globe-trotting and jet- 
lag, etc. It feels like many things, like the 
businesses we own, have had to be boxed up 
and shelved for right now. But this is just an 
intermission and the play will resume very 
shortly. Lord-willing. In this interlude we are 
still grateful for that we can use the products 
we've created and other income streams. 


"Maybe the 
squatty potty 
bathroom 
could be our 
dungeon." 

- Alexander 


"Why did 
grandpa give 
us presents on 
his birthday?" 
- Alexander 



A t the great Rugg garage sale this spring the boys set up a 
snack stand. Grandpa Jeff purchased drinks for them to sell 
and they helped their mom make brownies. The cold damp 
weather was a deterrent for customers, but the boys still had 
some good sales totaling $17.49, to be divided 3 ways. 
Grandma's one expensive pair of glasses (that had been missing 
for months) were found because of the snack sale, in one of the 
baskets they needed, so really it is like they made a couple 
hundred dollars for her. 


Joanna snuck 
in and left 
Grandma 
Mary flowers 
and dark 
chocolate for 
mothers' day 
and Aaron 
said, "Look 
she upgraded 
the kitchen 
cabinets!" 


Roland and Gerard were gracious 
and great fun, even playing baseball 
with the kids. Gerard (with a rating of 
2200) even played chess with Aaron 
taking the handicap of being down a 
knight. When Gerard resigned, he 
said, "I want to see what great games 
Aaron plays in the future/' 
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#weliveonprincessponyisland 


Life on Princess Pony 
Island 

By Andrew Rugg 

T here are lots of unicorns 
on this island. You have 
to wear lots of sunglasses 
there because it is so sunny. 
There are lots of rainbows 
there, and lots and lots of 
pink, purple, and teal. 
Everyone lives in a palace. It 
is a very nice place to live. 


KINGDOM INDUSTRY DESIGN STUDIO 

W e hand built a 7,000 square foot studio for ourselves 
that functions as well as it looks. As much as our 
studio is a piece of art, it is also a working space for 
makers. Suits and sawdust. The central philosophy is that 
resourcefulness and sophistication can coexist. We build 
structures that reach forward into our clients' future. As a 
full-service, licensed architectural design firm, we work 
with a wide array of city government municipalities, 
consultants and expeditors from design review through 
the permitting process. We design interiors with a strong 
emphasis on helping to express our clients' potential, 
amplifying what matters most and making the most out of 
every angle. At Kingdom, we've spent years scouring the 
globe, designing furniture and artful objects, filling our 
warehouse with items that are truly special. 



Last minute work on design studio 




#Ruggmendon 'ttan 
Ever lovely Nicole and Ben 
at Kingdom Open House 




So much hair, 
so little time. 
At least Rylinn 
helps brush. 


Girls always stick 
together. 

Even in the sports 
teams they cheer for. 



Evie writes 
another hit song. 
It's raining tacos 
may have even 
surpassed I want 
to control you in 
popularity. 
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Kinley graduates 
preschool and 
becomes Perler 
Bead Queen. 

Her spelling is 
improving while 
she makes lovely 
beaded creations. 
Her parents are 
planning to build a 
new wing to 
display them all. 





Rylinn turns 1! 

She also learns 
how to walk, 
grows lots of 
hair, and gets her 
first pigtails. 
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Chicago Cohort 




Caleb and Joanna's Wedding 

A fter countless vegetables were chopped, hundreds of 
chairs arranged and rearranged, and a couple dozen 
table runners sewn, Caleb and Joanna were officially 
married. This June 4 th wedding was the veggie fest of the 
year. Much of the dinner was spent with Ben asking Nicole 
to make cauliflower more often. 

The wedding was a real family affair, with not one but 
two uncles officiating. The Rugg side won the population 
count, but it was later discovered that Nevills win in party 
endurance, when they danced the Ruggs under the table. 
Dad Rugg retaliated by purchasing the dance floor. 

The parents of small children are thankful that the 
wedding was held outside with room for the kids to run. 
Field Marshall Evie organized battle drills and possibly 
games as well. All of the under ten crowd were extremely 
thankful for the chocolate milk and cookies provided and 
subsisted on those for the duration of the war and dance. 




"Grow old with me! The best is yet to be." 

- Robert Browning 


Caleb Gets His Own Anna 

Joanna Nicole Rugg Completes 
the Sister-in-Law Trifecta 
A long time ago is what seems like a galaxy far 
away Caleb asked Anna for something (now no 
one can remember what, nor is it important to 
the story) and Nate replied with, "Get your own 
Anna." Well now Caleb officially has his own 
Joanna. Perhaps she will get Caleb his 
whatever-it-was or perhaps she will just inspire 
him to get it himself, only time will tell. In any 
case, we're all extremely happy to have an 
official Joanna Rugg. And both Caleb and 
Joanna are extremely happy with the spouse 
they've gained. Also, with the additions of 
Joanna Rugg and Abigail Rugg, the Rugg Girls 
now outnumber the boys and that point must 
never be over-looked, except always around 
Aaron. 


Newly-wed News 

Joanna has been working the neuro ICU for 
more than a year now. Caleb has been at Eris 
for more than two, his COO's wife called him an 
Eris lifer (since they just hired 4 new people). 
They've been married for six whole months and 
still love each other. Joanna's plant collection is 
slowly growing as is 
Caleb's contempt of how 
many plants they own. 

Joanna has kept the 
Norwood Pine that Dad 
pawned off on her alive for 
one more year. And now 
that Joanna is a fully 
fledged Rugg she's 
adopted Rugg behavior. 
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Dear You 



Dear Grandparents 

Dear Grandparents, 

I got my rating to over 1500 on Chess.com, that is my highest ever. 
We made a new variant of chess called power chess. There are 
different kinds of power-ups that give the player special powers. 

I love you. I wish we could come and visit you. I had a lot of fun when 
we were in America. 

Love, 

Aaron 

Dear Grandparents, 

I hope you come and visit us. We could go to the bounce house and 
the chicken nugget restaurant. You could even see chicken-robot at 
the bounce house. 

You could read us books. We could read Life of Fred together, it is 
really funny. We could watch videos together. I’d like to watch Curious 
George with you. We could play games, like Bible Trivia together too. 
Love, 

Andrew 


Dear Grandparents, 

Aaron has to go potty. And Andrew might have to go potty. I made a 
green and purple surprise (not in the potty). I've been doing a good job 
with Reading Cards and McGuffey. Also, I read the special stories now. 
I love all of them. The Tale of Benjamin Bunny is one of my favorites. I 
would like to see Uncle Ben as a bunny. I like playing Reader Rabbit 
Kindergarten. 

Love, 

Alexander 

P.S. I'm going to the little shop with mommy now. 



Aaron's Sleepover Optimization Plan 

Aaron's handwriting translated 

1. Play 3-5 moves of KITQ (Kings in the 
Quarters/Corners) in 1-3 minutes, while 
watching videos. 

2. Play 3-5 moves while doing crafts. 

3. Don't get to much tracks (train tracks) out. 

4. Eat faster. 

5. Don't loose something (you won't have to look 
for it) 

6. Organize toys 
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Alexander's 

Amusing 

Anecdotes 

Andrewisms 

How’d you make 

"It’s hard to pick 

that move Alexander? 

your nose with your 

"With my big finger and 
little finger." 

elbow." 

It was hard to see 

"Mom, I'm rotten." 

your hair when you 

Oh really? "Yeah, and I 

were a baby. "I still 

want to be tickled." 

can't see my hair!" 

"I'm hiccing up!" 

Looking at the night 
sky, "Do you see any 

"Mom, Sam said the 
sword was his, but it is 

constitutions?" 

my sword!" (Internal 

"Ugh, I'm trying to 

mom dialog, "Your 

do State Capitals but all 

brothers are asleep, so 

it does is State 

you are bickering with 
your stuffed 

aggravations! ! !" 

animal?!?!") 

"I was a little bit 
frightened but not at all 

"Look mom I caught 
the moon!" 

scared." 




Aaron- handwriting in half 
the time 
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Bounce-House Review 

By Alexander Rugg 

T his year we went to three bounce- 
houses. First Aunt Dana took us 
with our cousins to a big bounce-house 
nearby. There were two big rooms with 
lots of bouncy, wouncy things. Grace, 
Katie, Evie, Kinley, Aaron, Andrew, and I 
(Alexander) all bounced a lot. And Uncle 
Ben, Aunt Nicole, Aunt Dana, Grandma 
Mary, Grandpa Jeff, Mommy, and Daddy 
all watched. My Favorite thing there was 
the slides and my cousins. 8060 Stars 
Then Grandma Sharia and Grandpa 
John took us to another one. I had two 
favorite things there. First there was the 
jumping/dancing light floor where you 
pop fish and bubbles. Second was the 
little houses that were Andrew's and 
mine. 8060 Stars 

Third we went to a bounce-house in 
China. There I fought a chicken robot. 
Sometimes I tackled him and sometimes 
he squashed me. 8060 Stars 

All of the bounce-houses are my 
favorite. 



"Mom you can be my 
queen. Queens sit 
next to Kings and 

SOLVE THE PROBLEMS 

the Kings can’t 

SOLVE." 

-King Andrew 


Medieval Times Review 


By Andrew Nathan Rugg 

F or our Christmas present, our grandparents bought us 
tickets to Medieval Times. It was one of my favorite 
Christmas presents ever, better than a year's worth of 
chocolate ice cream with sprinkles. 

We all went together. The outside of Medieval Times 
looks like a castle. Everyone was friendly. We got our picture 
taken with the king. The king was great. He looked tall, 
strong, a little old, and kind of hairy, but he was a good 
leader. We got there early, and we got to look around at 
swords and armor first. They glowed in the dark. 

Then we went in to the tournament area. It was really 
dark until the tournament started, but there were green and 
multicolored lights. Then they brought us food, a truckload 
of chicken on my plate. I think the falcon caught our food 
for us. It was delicious. The chicken tasted like dough nuts. 
We had to eat with our hands like in the old castles. It was 
messy but fun, like trying to catch a live chicken. Dinner 
was exciting, more exciting than Thanksgiving in a bounce- 
house. 

Then the jousting started. The knights competed with 
each other to see who would fight the top enemy. There 
were games with horses, lances, and lots of fighting. Our 
knight was the green knight. He was trustworthy and good. 
He and his horse wore green and gold, and he carried a 
green standard. He looked strong and was brave, but he 
was a new knight and lost in the battles. One of our knight's 
allies, the red and yellow knight did really well though, he 
only lost to the black and white knight. The black and white 
knight got to fight the top enemy. 

As soon as the battle with the top enemy began, a net 
lowered in front of us, to protect us. The battle was long and 
hard, like Joan of Ark fighting the British. But the black and 
white knight won in the end, and the enemy was taken to 
the dungeon. 

We left after that, but were too excited to sleep for a 
week. I would like to go again someday and see if our 
knight could defeat the enemy, or if the story changes. 

I give Medieval Times a rating of 6000 Stars and Swords! 




"■"S: Food & Dining I® I 


Cousins' Cupcakes 

At the cousins' convention in 
January, they all got to decorate 
cupcakes together. The girls were very 
deliberate and careful with their 
cupcake creations. Aaron carefully 
planned how to get the most 
sugar/candy both onto the cupcakes 
and directly into his mouth. 

And Alexander's cupcakes would 
make Grandpa Jeff proud. 



Dining Room Expansion Plan 

W hen trying to seat even just all of 
the immediate extended family 
in the dining room, it was quickly 
discovered that it has been completely 
outgrown. Grandpa Jeff quickly began 
making plans to take out the pantry, 
coat closet, and all of the cabinets out 
of the dining room, because no one 
ever (or at least he doesn't) uses 
anything from 
them. 

Grandma Mary 
diplomatically 
distracted him by 

saying that the garage and his green 
house need to be finished before any 
more house projects can be started. 




Karon, Andrew, and 
Alexander's Sandwich Shop 
Open Mother s Day 2015 


"When we go back to America, 

can we make another restaurant?" -Andrew 



Guileful Grandma 

A pril fools' day this year 
marked a most 
momentous occasion in the 
Fritz household. It was the 
only time in the history of 
everything that Grandma 
Sharia has been wilier than 
Grandpa John. Inspired by 
Pinterest, Grandma Sharia 
seized the day and got 
crafty in both definitions of 
the word, by making the 
grandson's spaghetti and 
meatball cake. There was 
momentary disappointment 
when the grandsons thought 
that there wasn't going to 
be pizza for dinner. Then 
utter delight when they 
discovered they were served 
dessert first and then pizza. 




Aaron's cooking skills keep 
improving. Here he made 
baked apples. 



Grandpa's Snack Tray 

T he parents (or at least 
Anna) were trying to 
encourage vegetable 
consumption by putting them 
out before lunch. 

Grandpa Jeff thought it was 
the perfect snack time and 
brought out his own 
refreshment tray featuring all of 
his favorite candies. At least 
Ben ate veggies before washing 
them down with the most candy 
of anyone. Rather remarkable 
for someone who claims to not 
like sweets very much. 

Alexander says, "That is 
beautiful candy. I love it. Can 
we do that again?" 



"Are the 
Grandpas 
competing to 
give us the 
most candy?" 



Produce 

Palace 

Production 
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Games 




Friends and the Zoo 


By Aaron, Andrew, and Alexander 

I n America we have lots of fun playing 
with Elijah and Isaac. We like to play 
with toys, go swimming, and play outside 
with them. We like to play inside, paint, 
and have snacks too. 


One other fun thing we did together 
was go to the zoo. Grandma Sharia, 
Grandpa John, and Grandpa Jeff all came 
too. We saw the dolphin show. The 
dolphins did a funny wacky dance. There 
were parks at the zoo. We watched a 
funny bird show where the birds sorted 
recycling and sang Old McDonald had a 


"Amusement? I 
don't remember 
doing that." 

- Andrew 



Four days after 
Abigail was born 
when a few moldy 
strawberries were 
discovered and 
needed to be 
thrown out. "Mom 
maybe you should 
make dinner more 
often." - Aaron 


Farm and took 
money. 

At America's zoos 
you can't feed lions 
chickens but we still 
had fun. 


" AARON , be 
quiet!!! I CAN'T 
HEAR MY 
NOISE!" 



- Alexander 


Chess Champ 

L ittle did she know when Anna read an article about 
using Chess and checkers to teach logic in 
homeschooling, that that one activity would open up a 
whole new world for their family. Aaron's favorite pastime 
is anything related to chess. Playing, reading chess books, 
doing tactics, watching tutorials or grandmasters playing, 
all are incredibly fun and scintillating activities to Aaron. 

This past year Aaron was thrilled to complete in and win 
his first chess tournament and several others. He also 
enjoyed going to the local chess club and playing family 
members while in America. Now he is playing almost 
exclusively online both family (even his cousin Evie 
graciously agrees to play him in half-blindfold mode) and 
tournaments (in which he is especially please when he 
beats adults). He was pleased to recently have the gift of 
one month of Chess University and get his Chess.com 
rating up to 1500 and we all look forward to seeing where 
this interest takes him in the future. 



Training Grandma 

By Andrew Rugg 

When I heard that most girls didn't know how 
to play chess, I thought I'd make more by 
training some. I like girls, and I like chess. 

My First Trainee was Grandma Mary. The first lesson was how all of 
the pieces moved. She is a good student. I like playing with her. 
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Keeping Grandma Young 

The grandsons discovered a way to challenge 
Grandma Sharia one afternoon when she came to 
play but didn't bring Grandpa John. Usually, on 
these Thursday afternoon play-dates the 
grandparents would divide up and play different 
things with different boys, but with just one of 
herself Grandma Sharia was asked to play three 
very different things at once. Aaron kept asking 
her to solve chess solitaire puzzles. Andrew kept 
asking her to color with him. And Alexander kept 
asking her to make play dough snakes. And all of 
these requests happened simultaneously. 

While it is hard to keep up with these requests, 
this method of play is probably great for brain 
health. The boys plan on keeping Grandma young 
with this strategy for many years to come. 




What not to 
eat. Factory 

SNACKS MADE IN 
A TRUCK. 



Awesome 

Antioxidants 


Time Management Tips 

By Aaron 

"Going to a baby shower is like 
throwing a couple hours of 
your time in a waste basket." 



Alexander you 
need to stop 
touching 
Abigail NOW; 
she is getting 
mad. "I was 
just kissing 
her!!!'' Kissing 
Abigail is still 
touching her. 
"Awww." 



Alexander's Christmas Exercises for Mommy 


Alexander knows that mommy likes to try out 
different exercises, so he made a new routine for 
her for Christmas. It includes many challenging 
moves that small boys preform every day and 
often all day long. If you choose to try out his new 
routine use caution, and don't forget the last one, 
lie down. This is included especially for those over 
age 20 who may need a short recovery period 
after strenuous exercise. Perhaps the most ironic 
part of all was when literally two days after 
Alexander made his gift for mommy, she saw a 
Standing and Put on Your Socks Christmas 
exercise by one of the professional fitness folks 
she follows. So who knows, perhaps Alexander 
really does have a future in fitness. 
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Baby fries 


Sleepovers At Grandma Sharla's 


Brother's Secret Club 

By Andrew Nathan Rugg 

A aron, Alexander, and I (Andrew) 
have a secret club. We made our 
club in China. We have secret 
meetings. Our club is secret from 
almost everyone. We do secret things. 
We are not going to tell you about our 
secret things. We always time our 
meetings in military time. We are all 
very brave. We would all fight for each 
other. We have a secret flag. I drew it. 
It has chess fighting knights. But I 
can't tell you anything else about the 
club because it is a secret. 



and Grandpa John's House 

By Andrew Nathan Rugg 

O ne of my favorite things about America is sleepovers at 
the grandparents' house. We built castles, watched 
movies, read stories, and did crafts. We loved riding bikes 
there too. I still need some practice to ride without training 
wheels. 

We usually ate pizza for dinner and lots of ice cream. And 
for breakfast Grandpa would make blueberry waffles! 

My favorite sleepover was when Abigail was born. 
Grandma took us to her house after my art class. We made 
BABY sweet potato fries. The next day we got to meet our 
baby sister. 



"Remember that 
couple. First they 
had three boys, 
and then A GIRL! 
That pretty little 
girl. She's so 
pretty." - Grandma 
Shirley 


Our toys! Our 
toys! 



This is here! And 
THIS IS STILL here! 

And this... 



Third born can and 
will sleep 
anywhere, and 
Grandpa has 
thousands of 
pictures to prove it! 


Public Service Reminder 

Life is Short, Stop and Smell the Babies 



"You were pink or blue 
And everything I wanted... 


Slow down 

Won't you stay here a minute more 
I know you want to walk through 
the door 

But it's all too fast 

Let's make it last a little while... 

Slow down" 

- Nicole Nordeman, 
emphasis added 
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N&M 

By Nathaniel Fritz 

Nathaniel and Mary are 
now well over two years of 
wedded bliss and that bliss 
shows no signs of abating. 

For their wedding anniversary 
this year, they took a short 
vacation to Kansas City and 
stayed in a nice hotel just off 
the Country Club Plaza, 
enjoying all the restaurants 
and stores in the area - of 
course, they enjoyed each 
other's company most of all. 
After over two years of 
working at River Region Credit Union as a teller, Nathaniel 
switched jobs in July and became a loan processor at 
Veterans United Home Loans. The company treats its 
employees extremely well, frequently buying the employees 
lunch and even depositing $1500 into each employee's 401K 
plan as a Thanksgiving gift. He's slated for a promotion in 
March and is enjoying the job so far. 

Mary continues to work at Boone County Family 
Resources, helping people with disabilities throughout the 
Columbia area find employment and improve their life skills. 
She makes a huge difference in these peoples' lives and has 
built strong relationships with many of the clients and their 
families as well. 


Anniversary Ode 

By Mary Breight Fritz 

I always tell people Nathaniel is my 
gift from God. We met at a time 
when there was so much darkness in 
my life and Nathaniel guided me 
toward the light. His 
love, humor, and 
constant support is 
a gift I can unwrap 
everyday and for 
that I will always be 
grateful. Happy 
anniversary, my 
love. I love you 
more than the sun, 
the moon, and the stars. 0 J)^ 




Nathaniel and Mary made 
several trips up to IL to 
visit while Anna and 
family were there, 
including the special "We 
love you Dad!" 
celebration. Everyone 
had a great time eating 
good food, roasting 
marshmallows, and 
appreciating the fatherly 
one. 



The Year in Penny 
and Kermit 

By Nathaniel 

Nathaniel and 
Mary's two dogs, Penny 
and Kermit, remain as 
lovable and goofy as 
ever and they love showing those 
qualities off whenever their parents 
Skype Aunt Anna or Pastor Grandma and 
Pastor Grandpa. Penny has become the 
elder statesmen of the two, as she loves 
sitting on her perch (the chair of the 
couch) and stare out the window, 
pondering the major issues of the day. 

She also loves policing her little 
brother and often there is much to police 
- Kermit still is a bit of a puppy and likes 
to make sure his parents (and the 
neighbors) can hear him loud and clear. 
He's exceptionally sweet and 
affectionate as well, though, and his 
persistence is a model for us all to 
follow. 


The Good, The Bad 
and The New Car! 
First, some bad 
news: the green 
Chevy Cavalier, first 
driven by Anna and 
then later Nathaniel, 
is no more. Nathaniel 
got in an accident in 
September and the 
resulting damage totaled out the green car. 

All of us applaud the green car for its dutiful 
years of service and the many miles it drove 
to take Nathaniel from Illinois to Missouri to 
see his future wife. 

Now the good news: Nathaniel and Mary now 
have a much younger and reliable car! It's a 
white 2016 Toyota Corolla named Carol and 
so far it's been a great addition to the family. 
Carol has mainly been driven by Mary so far 
and as a result hasn't warmed up as much to 
Nathaniel yet; that's okay, though, it can 
often take a while for adopted children to 
accept both parents. Nathaniel and Mary are 
grateful to have a safe and reliable vehicle for 
all their future traveling! 
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Terrific Tree-climber 

A aron loves to scale shrubs and top timbers. If 
you are at the park and can't find him, look up 
If Aaron were to design a tree-house he would put 
it in a good climbing tree and forget the ladder. 



Adventure Hiking 

By Aaron 

I like going hiking with 
Grandpa Jeff. We went out 
into the forest and picked 
black raspberries. They were really delicious. It 
would be a good spot for real camping too. Later we 
roasted hot dogs and marshmallows over the fire in 
the back yard. Andrew, Alexander, and I only like 
hot dogs if we roast them ourselves. Them we eat 
all of them. We always like marshmallows. It would 
be fun to go camping for real and really cook over a 
real campfire. 



Parks in China 

By Alexander 

P arks are different in China but still fun. They 
have more exercise parks and less swings. But I 
like the sticks at both. The closest park to our house 
is Nee Eee Ork and I love it when daddy takes me 
there. Sometimes we play with other kids. That is 
fun, except when the girl took my stick. 



You need 
anything 
Grandma 
McCann? 



"Not a thing. 
Not one thing." 


This world is 
not our home... 

"I knew now 
why grass had 
always seemed 
to me as queer 
as the green 
beard of a giant, 
and why I could 
feel homesick at 
home." 



- G.K. 

Chesterton, Orth 
odoxy 




Can you call it 
photobombing if 
the couple asks 
you to be in 
their wedding 
photos? 


Lion, and Tiger, and 
Bear Story 

By Alexander Rugg 

So, once upon a time... 

There lived a friendly 
Lion, Tiger, and Bear. Lion, 
Tiger, and Bear couldn't 
even fly, but they could 
climb. They were really 
strong. They wanted to go 
to the swingshot park. 

They wanted to have 
ropes there. They found 
ropes in their backpacks. 
They used the ropes to fix 
the tie to play the tie 
video. After they fixed it 
the video was playing. 
They pumped up the 
misses. The misses are 
bad because they have 
witches in them. The 
witches were afraid. They 
ran away. Lion, Tiger, and 
Bear played all day at the 
swingshot park until it was 
night time. The End 


Sam was Working 

By Alexander 

Sam was working. Lion 
and Tiger and Bear came 
by and asked, "What are 
you doing?" 

Sam said. "I'm 
working." 

They heard the tie 
video at home. Amper 
came to grab some bricks 
off of the train tracks. 

The End 
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Remembering Great Grandpa Rugg 

Jess Ross "Tony" Rugg July 3, 1931 - November 20, 2016 
Jess Ross "Tony" Rugg, age 85, of Oswego, IL passed away 
peacefully, surrounded by family and prayers, on November 20, 2016 
at Rush-Copley Medical Center in Aurora, IL. He was born July 3, 1931 
in Ottumwa, IA, the son of Harry and Esther nee Rees Rugg. 

Tony proudly served his country in the US Army. Prior to his 
retirement, Tony worked at Fermilab for nine years and Illinois Bell for 
35 years. In his spare time, Tony loved traveling. He visited 42 
countries throughout 6 continents mostly with a group of friends called 
the Rinky Dinks. He obtained his private pilot's license and enjoyed all 
aspects of aviation. He was an avid sports fan and was happy to live 
long enough to witness the Cubs win the World Series. 

Survived by his wife of 63 years Elaine Glassburner Rugg of 
Oswego, IL; children, Jeff (Mary) Rugg of Montgomery, IL, Mark (Jodi) 
Rugg of Aurora, IL, Dana (Paul) Schwanz of Oswego, IL; grandchildren, 
Benjamin (Nicole) Rugg of CA, Nathan (Anna) of China, Elizabeth Rugg 
of Chicago, Caleb (Joanna) Rugg of Chicago, Jessica & Jason Rugg of 
Aurora, IL, Grace & Katie Schwanz of Oswego, IL; great-grandchildren, 
Evie, Kinley & Rylinn Rugg of CA, Aaron, Andrew, Alexander & Abigail 
Rugg of China; sister, Eileen Faris of, FL; sister-in-law, Wilma Eaton & 
brother-in-law Wayne Glassburner both of TX. 


f rf. 


Grandpa will be 
missed. He was so 
sweet and gentle. I 
literally can't 
remember a time that 
I saw him angry or 
upset at anyone. I always loved having the 
whole family over at Grandma and Grandpa's 
house for holidays and important occasions. 

And I was always so impressed at the amount 
of work Grandpa could do around the house! Of 
course, my favorite old memory is of going up 
in his plane (before Nate hit me in the stomach 
with the steering wheel). -Ben 


-Aaron 



I liked swimming at his house. 
I liked playing 
boomerang with Great 
Grandpa. -Andrew 
I liked eating with 
Great Grandpa and 
playing with him. -Alexander 


Great Grandpa Rugg was patient, kind, and 
abounding in love, but also quietly hilarious. 

The first Christmas we were married when we 
were having Christmas at Grandma and 
Grandpa Ruggs opening presents in the living 
room filled wit h cr ystal, someone at the 

beginning gives Grandpa a 
slingshot toy for daisy. He 
thanks them and then puts it 
in his lap. Much later in the 
midst of the holiday hubbub 
there is a sudden BANG! Grandpa shot a tennis 
ball above the painting on the opposite wall and 
then caught it quietly, grinning from ear to ear. 
-Anna 

Grandpa Rugg was one of the most easy-going 
people I've met. Not everyone would take 
young children up in an airplane. That was one 
of fondest 
memories of my 
childhood, espe- 
cially when I hit 
Ben in the stomach. 1 
-Nate 





"Love is like a 
friendship caught on 
fire. In the beginning 
a flame, very pretty, 
often hot and fierce, 
but still only light 
and flickering. As 
love grows older, our hearts mature and our 
love becomes as coals, deep-burning and 
unquenchable." 

-Bruce Lee 
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Twice as Nice 



Alexander snuck in 
two birthdays this year, 
because no one wanted 
him to be the only child 
without a birthday party 
in America. For his 
American halfish 
birthday he chose a 
rocket theme and for his 
official 4 th birthday he 
chose a dinosaur theme. 
Both were great 
successes and he may 
be plotting 
how he can 
get two 
birthdays 
every year. 



9 th Anniversary 

This year Nate and Anna 
decided to do something 
really unusual for their 
Anniversary, travel to 
Qujing and renew their 
visas. Since their family 
is roughly 1/3 of the 
foreign population of the 
county, and most of the 
other foreigners seem to 
aged male hippys (british 
who exclaim, "It's a bay- 
bay!" in Abigail's 
presence), it is safe to 
say that they are the 
only couple ever to 
spend their wedding 
anniversary that way. At 
least they were together 
on the same continent 
and very in love. 


Abigail is New! 

This year Abigail was born! The was lots of 
special moments bonding with grandparents. Now 
at 8 months she is scooting all over the floor 
saying Mama, Dad-dad, nigh-nigh, and done- 
done. Her favorite thing ever is sugar cookies. 



8 the Great! 



Aaron somehow turned 
8 years old this year, when 
it seems like he was just the 
8-month-old. He asked for a 
chess birthday party and 
minecraft presents. 
Grandma Sharia made a 
scale model chess cake and 
Mom made the game 
pieces. 

7 th Heaven 


Anna Turns 30 

The day started with a bang of confetti and 
harmonicas. Andrew made coffee and Nate made 
smoothies. Later all the boys made chocolate cake 
and showered Anna with more chocolate. Not a 
literal shower of chocolate though, unlike the 
confetti. Later they went over to her childhood 
home and her mom made her favorite lasagna 

and chocolate cheesecake. Great day all around. , , , 

birthday ever with a 

Hobbit birthday party. He is 
a creative genius and has 
recently become very 
interested in programming 
text based computer games. 


Couple's photo 
taken on Caleb 
and Joanna's 
Anniversary, close 
enough 


Wait its my birthday? How old am I? 

We actually didn't get any 
pictures on Nate's official 34 th 
birthday either, because we were 
in the midst of re-cooperating and 
cleaning our apartment. We did celebrate before 
and have cake on the day. Besides Abigail is the 
best present he'll get this year anyway. 
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Style Watch ! 




"Everyone wants to 
change the world, 
but who wants to 
change the laundry 
over?" 

-Ann Voskamp, 
The Broken Way 



Rocket Style 


TO TAKE YOU... 
"To INFINITY AND 
beyond!" 



Some things never 
go out of style. 
Rock the 30 year 
old sleeper while 
you can little one. 
You may not always 
want to wear 
mom's clothes. 


Flashback Fun: 
Ancient Times 



"You mean that happened 
before you were married, 
whoa." - Andrew and Alexander 


Chic Chick 

A s the first little girl in a testosterone dominated 

household, Abigail is quite the precious princess. She 
has had a remarkably stylish life so far, in part because of 
inheriting her very stylish cousin Rylinn's outgrown 
wardrobe. And because everyone loves to buy little girl 
clothes. She is very loved, blessed and covered in pink. 
Thanks to all who have helped to clothe her in cuteness! 






Mother-Daughter 

Matching 

Mavens 


Fun Fair 

Funny Faces 

Thanks to Grandma 
Mary for the classic 
childhood fun and 
chess tournament 
envy distraction! 


For Mothers' Day 
Aaron turned himself 
into a flower 
decoration by... 

wearing the Brain 
Quest cards. 


Got 

Great 

Goatees? 


In the flannel section 
at Walmart: 


"Look! Grandpa Jeffy 
clothes. "-Alexander 
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The Great Poop Flood of 2016 

This incident is being recorded in its entirety for our future memoirs. It 
is entirely true, but may be upsetting to those with a delicate stomach. 
Feel free to skip it if this is just TOO MUCH INFORMATION. 

A diaper got swept down the squatty potty by the bath water, this has 
happened a couple of times in the several years we've lived here before without 
incident. But this time the toilet started backing up. And kept backing up. But it 
was getting late on a Saturday night, so we just went to bed and prayed that 
the problem would be gone in the morning. (You'd be surprised how often this 
method does work with problems for us.) But this time it didn't and then in the 
morning the other toilet in the other bathroom started backing up... 

First thing Nate did was to go buy a plunger (we actually don't even throw 
toilet paper in the toilet on a regular basis, because if you did, it would clog, so 
we've never had a clog in 3 years in this apartment). He took Alexander who 
was thrilled to be going on an adventure. Well, Nate got 2 plungers and liquid 
plumber, but none worked. Then he went to start asking people we know if they 
knew a plumber we could call. But no one did. Then we talked to the landlord. 
They live above us, but don't generally help much with repairs. He came down 
and looked at the toilet, then walked off muttering something about not putting 
hair in the toilet and needing to remodel. Neither suggestion was very helpful. 

Eventually, Nate found a man we met before when looking for buildings to 
rent, who was able to point him to the number of a plumber. As in literally point 
to the number of a plumber written on a sticker on the outside of a building. 
Who needs internet references or even a phone book, when you got stickers? 
And this man is rather interesting and had Nate to put his arm around his 
shoulder while waiting for the plumber. Guys hanging on one another is pretty 
normal for friends here, but not so much near strangers. He also said he wants 
to accompany our family next time we go back to the USA. He didn't really see 
the need for visas or anything like that. 

Well, eventually the plumber came and thought he would be able to snake 
the pipes just through our toilet. He tells us a price and we go for it. But that 
didn't work. The plumber starts wandering around looking for other access to 
the pipes. At this point the landlady comes to look at the problem and follows 
the plumber around. Probably wants to make sure the plumber doesn't do more 
damage to her building. Our long lost friend, sticker-pointing man, is wandering 
in and out of our house, putting his arm around Nate, commenting on how 
pretty Anna is, and asking about the number of children we have (and if that's 
legal in the US, and how many is legal in the US). 

Eventually, they had to go downstairs and cut through display cases and 
walls in the tile shop on the first floor below us. The landlady then asked, "But 
what about the water?" The plumber basically said, "Oh yeah, the water. Go buy 
a plastic bag." Nate's thinking, "We have 3 tall stories of sewage backing up and 
your going to catch it with a plastic bag?"Well the landlady returned with a 
plastic thing that was more like a tube than a bag. Like if you had a roll of 
garbage bags, but all connected. She stands off to the side with the tube. Then 
the plumber tries to loosen the cap, but it doesn't move. So he had to chisel 
and chisel the cap loose to get it off of the pipe... 

and then exploded all over the poor plumber and tile shop. The plumber 
got the full force of 3 floors of exploding sewage in the chest before he got 
roughly half of the waste in the tube. Also, one of the only things that did get 
into the tube, was the cap for the pipe, so they had to dig through it again 
anyway. Yes, he raised his price. No, we didn't bother negotiating even though 
everyone else was telling us to. (It was still only around $100 in US money.) 

Yes, we would have paid at least twice again without blinking to just make the 
flood go away. Nate helped the landlady sweep and mop (with the mop they 
always use for cleaning their toilet, so you know it wasn't that much worse than 
normal mopping) the shop below. After the poop flood waters abated Anna then 
cleaned out their 2 bathrooms, much more thoroughly. 




Life Lessons Learned 


From the 
Poo-Poo Pile 



#1 We thought having the 
bathtub drain into the toilet was one 
day going to cause big trouble, and 
we were right. Don't design a 
bathroom this way. 

#2 Always pick up everything 
off of the floor before taking a bath. 

#3 If you see a diaper go down 
the toilet begin to make plans to call 
the plumber or move very quickly. 

#4 Someone needs to chew 
their peanuts more thoroughly. 

#5 So glad for freedom in our 
schedule that when our rest day 
was, well literally a poop flood, that 
we were able to take the next day 
off to rest after all of that cleaning. 


#6 It could always be worse. 
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POMPA THE 

Barbarian 

By Alexander Rugg 

This is 

Pompa. He is my 
favorite 
barbarian. He 
has two small 
eyes, one little 
telescope, a big 
bottom, and two little legs. He 
eats all of the bad guys. He 
helps all of the good guys and 
loves them forever. Pompa is 
very strong. He has two small 
hands, a little shield, and a big 
long sword. 

Pompa is married and has 
three brothers Doodlier, 
Noodlier, and Joodlier. 




Pompa' s brothers Doodlier, 
Noodlier, and Joodlier 


Tabloids 


The History of the Bronze, 
Smalls, and Oranges 

By Andrew Rugg 

A long, long, 
time ago 
the Bronze land 
was big and the 
Oranges did not 
have much land. 

For 16 years the Orange's land 
shrunk more and more. Every time 
they fought the Bronze they lost 
more land. After 16 years the 
Orange's allies arrived from across 
the sea. Now the Bronze land was 
shrinking. The Bronze fought for 
land but all they could get was one 
single dot in the country. The only 
problem was that it was hard to 
travel from that dot to the other 
part of Bronze. So the people inside 
the dot decided to turn away from 
the Bronze and made allies with 
oranges and named their kingdom 
Smalls. 



The Complete History 
of Cheetah-Bear Land 




Garage 
Construction §5 



Demolition 


T his summer 
after the 

grandsons left the 
construction site, 
demolition and 
reconstruction 
began on the 
garage. At first 
everyone received Concrete is very 
photo updates of heavy 
every hole and 

board, but since the real framing 
has been reportedly completed, 
updates have been slow in coming. 
Is there really a new garage where 
you can actually park a car? 
Alexander think so. "That garage 
looks bigger and bigger," says 
Alexander. 



Unabridged but Interrupted 
By Andrew Nathan Rugg 

I am going to tell you all 
about Cheetah-Bears. Lets 
start with Cheetah-Bears. 
Cheetah-Bears have a head like 
a bear, but their other parts are 
like a cheetah. This is Pompalin, 
the one who 
created Cheetah- 
Bear Land. Baby 
Cheetah-Bears 
don't have horns, 
but grown up ones 
do. Now let's talk about 
Cheetah-Bear Squirrels. 
Cheetah-Bear Squirrels are one 
of the dangerous creatures of 
Cheetah-Bear Land. Their tails 
are yellow with black spots, (to 
be continued...) 

Bestest Biggest 
Brother 

While Aaron's 
initial reaction 
to having a 

— .. fjt sister wasn't the 

/ most 

J (Jm enthusiastic, he 
has definitely 
grown into the 
N role of Bestest 
Biggest Brother. 

He likes that he is often the one 
trusted to watch or hold her for a 
little bit. He even tries to play with 
her and get her to think he is the 
best by performing all kinds of silly 
antics. 
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Duplo Robots for the Cousins 

Dear Cousins, 

I made you Duplo robots. I hope you like 
them. The biggest one is for Evie. The middlest is 
for Kinley. The smallest is for baby Rylinn. Awww. 

You operate the robots with the remotes. Each 
robot has a remote included below. The robots 
make beeping sounds. They can sing too. They 
can walk, I mean scoot, all over the house. 


Love, 

Alexander 



“Dad brothers are doing 
their chess jobs. I want 
chess jobs for little 
guys.” - Alexander 


Copy 


Paste 



Alexander's Laptop 

O ne day when all of the other computers 
were in use, Alexander decided to just build 
his own. Here as you can see he made his own 
laptop. The dark part is the screen and the 
circles are the buttons. 

Knex Robots 
By Andrew and 

Alexander 

W e made a whole 
family of Knex 
Robots. The first one I made was Squarendome 
Then Alexander made Teaseme. Then we made 
a mom and dad and brothers and girl brothers 
and grandmas and grandpas. They had a great 
big robot family. They were all very happy until 
we had to take them apart to build other things 



Chess Cam 



Making chess 

TOURNAMENTS EVERYWHERE 
EVEN MORE EXCITING. 


Old Triangle oven vs. 
New Squareness (yes 
that's the real brand) 
oven 



Who will win? 
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The Everyday 




"Fairy tales do not tell 
children the dragons 
exist. Children already 
know that dragons exist. 
Fairy tales tell children 
the dragons can be 
killed." — G.K. Chesterton 


"No book is really worth 
reading at the age of ten 
which is not equally - 
and often far more - 
worth reading at the age 
of fifty and beyond." 

— C.S. Lewis 



"Since it is so likely that 
they will meet cruel 
enemies, let them at 
least have heard of brave 
knights and heroic 
courage." 

— C.S. Lewis 

? 



"I feel an urgency to live 
to not miss out on these 
living years with my 
children at home for the 
sake of writing it all 
down." Wendy Speake 
and Kelli Stuart, Life 
Creative 


Life Balance 
is Hard 

You want to live 
present in the 
moment and you want 
to write things down 
to remember them 
later. 



"Dream dreams, then 
write them. Aye, but live 
them first." Samuel Eliot 
Morison 


"Pour out your life in laundry rooms and over toilets and tubs, and 
pour out life on the back streets, in the back of the room, back 
behind the big lights. Pour out your life in small moments- because 
it's only these moments that add up to the monumental." 

- Ann Voskamp, The Broken Way 


"No really, your a very easy 
going husband. IVe read about 
a ton of things that bother most 
husbands, that you don't care 
about at all." 

"What!?! Easy going!?! No, I'm 
really very picky. I had 
standards of perfection when 
choosing a wife, that's why I 
picked you. And you've 
exceeded all my expectations. 
That is why I am not bothered 
by anything. But you see I 
really am very picky. You know 
how particular I am about my 
pants." 



"The real romantics are the 
boring ones-they let another 
heart bore a hole deep into 
theirs." - Ann Voskamp, The 
Broken Way 



"The "show business," which is 
so incorporated into our view of 
Christian work today, has 
caused us to drift far from Our 
Lord's conception of 
discipleship. It is instilled in us 
to think that we have to do 
exceptional things for God; we 
have not. We have to be 
exceptional in ordinary things, 
to be holy in mean streets, 
among mean people, 
surrounded by sordid sinners. 
That is not learned in five 
minutes." 

— Oswald Chambers My Utmost 
for His Highest 
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Traditions 




Family Fun Center 


Grandma Mary and Grandpa 
Jeff take us to Sugar Grove 



Blackberry Farm 


Grandma Sharla and Grandpa 
John take us to 






Mother-Daughter Momentous Meetings 



Four Generations of First Daughters 




The Second-born must never smile 

WILLINGLY FOR FAMILY PHOTOS 
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Sledding 

"Look out for Alexander Menna!" Sledding is probably the 
boys favorite mode of transportation ever. They would travel 
everywhere by sled it if were possible. Thanks to the 
Grandparents for taking them out for snowy fun. 





“Wherever you are, be all there.” 
-Jim Elliot 


Aaron: Why are you crying? 

Andrew: It's just that everything in real 
life is hard. 


(After falling while learning to 


"I wonder if all husbands find 
computer skills attractive, or if 
that is unique to programmers." 


Clown Car 

Nate purchased an electric- 
scooter-in-a-box vehicle for getting 
the family around town. It serves its 
purpose remarkably well, sometimes 
being more useful than a full-sized 
vehicle in traffic. It does feel a little 
like a clown 
convention when 
the 6 of them 
disembark 

though. 


Car-seats are 
my least 
favorite thing 
about America 


But Boats! 



The boys were thrilled that this 
last trip to America included 
boating. Aunt Kathy provided a 
very optimized sailboat ride, 
exciting yet calm enough for all 
present. Aaron and Nate also took 
the paddle boat out for a spin that 
same day. Grandma Sharia and 
Grandpa John also took the boys 
paddle boating at Blackberry 
Farm. And Grandpa Jeff took all 
three boys one by one for a kayak 
ride on the river. 
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Puzzles # 


Chess Puzzles 

(Click to solve) 

Mate in 3 

White to move 



a b c d e f g h 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

h g f e d c b a 

Mate in 5 

White to move 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

1 

a b c d e f g h 



Mate m 5 

Black to move 




Across Down 


3. In the Hobbit Gandolf says wizards are never 


4. What towers over the board and can move fast. 

8. A guard that fights on land and sea, 8 legs once then 
also 3, when its swimming in the blue, his brother he 
may someone too. 

9. What church leader is a shop? 

10. What system did Andrew think was our forgetting 
system, but really it breaks food down into smaller 
pieces? 

1 1 . Who is Jove’s father? 

12. The special pawn capture. 

16. How do you mix summer and salt? 

18. Peaks of paradise on high, where the Lord him self 
does lie, where fountains of life spring high, and 
bread of life that is from high. 

19. What takes a nap all the time and though it has no 
family still has kin ? 

20. What key component of the human body is made in 
bone marrow? 

23. What body system did Andrew call the security 
system because the white blood cells get rid of germs? 

24. What do you call a viking boat? 

25. What is Abigail’s middle name? 


1 . In the Iliad where did Hector stab the soldiers? 

2. Who is the best archer in the Trojan army in the Iliad? 

5. What did Martin Luther nail to the door of the 
church? 

6. Who was the “Maid of Orleans” and Andrew’s 
favorite fighter? 

7. Which Queen of England had a sister named Mary? 
Our Grandma Mary has a daughter with the same 
name? 

13. What is the ocean made out of? 

14. What did Martin Luther tape to the door of the 
church? 

15. Who is supposed to be the father of all the fake gods 
in the Iliad? 

17. What fish can shoot? 

2 1 . Who was the oldest dwarf in the Hobbit? 

22. A potential queen. 



Watch the 2016 Christmas pageant 







